Not joined yet? Don’t miss out on this exciting opportunity to be a part of the Clinical Trials and make history as part of your career and business. Here’s more information to help you make an informed decision……

If you have already joined, then thank you for committing to participating in the Clinical Trials. If you are still wondering whether you wish to be a part of it then hears more information to help you make an informed decision. This ground breaking, history making study is the first of its kind!

We are ecstatic to announce that we now have not 1 but 2 universities involved! More information below..

In recognition of individual therapists participation:

· Certificate of participation
· Inclusion in list of participating therapists on Guild website
· Permission to include reference to your participation on your website facebook (please await the official press release before doing this as it is part of a strategic marketing plan for the guild, thank you)

Please be a part of this, without you we can’t do and we truly thank you for your support.  All therapists who participate will be recognised with a certificate of participation and will be able to use the clinical trials to promote their own business if they are indeed a participant. There is also the possibility for you to create your own press release around this again if you are participating. There will also be a published register of clinical trials participants on the guild website for recognition of your contribution.

What does participation involve? What do I actually do?

1) This is not a scrutiny of your vet reports or results everything is annonymous
2) You send your 2 filled in templates (provided) and anonymous vet report directly to Lisa who forwards them on to the research assistant with your email address removed. We do not store data. These are the only 2 people who have contact with your templates and vet reports.
3) 2 case submissions (template and vet report are required by Wednesday 11th July. A further 8 are required in August. 
4) We just need your data.

Want to join? We’d love you too. Please send lisa@k9massageguild.co.uk  an email saying you are a guild member who wants to join this exciting, industry changing project. Lisa Stilwell is your friendly Clinical Trials co-ordinator and of course, guild member.

Lisa will then send you 4 documents

1) A data collection template AND example
2) A vet report example
3) A single page guide to filling it out
4) You then email them back
5) We ask for 2 by 11th July and then a further 8 in August, however if you can only commit to sending 2 now then that’s great! And we won’t hassle you for anymore if you let us know you are unable to. Not a problem.

You don’t need to use Facebook to participate, as this is primarily done by email however if you do use this platform there is a dedicated group to the Clinical Trials you will be added to.

The Nitty Gritty


Sparsholt University - Affiliated with Portsmouth University
· Excellent reputation for links within the veterinary industry
· Associated with a large number of RCVS training practices

Winchester University

· Prestigious historical university
· Centre of animal welfare, inter-disciplinary centre focused on research teaching, public engagement, animal welfare and education
· 82% of submitted research from the University of Winchester is recognized internationally

Published Results

The results from the suite of studies will be published across 2 – 3 academic articles  published in peer review journals:

· BMC veterinary Research
· Vet Record
· Animal Welfare Research Network
· Vet Times

The papers will also go to conferences in the veterinary world for presentation.
Press releases on the trials will go to the veterinary press and general dog related press.

Who is the team driving this?

· Primary Research Investigator – Dr. Lisa Riley – Sparsholt University
· Dedicated research assistant from Sparsholt University
· Separate dedicated research assistant from Winchester University
· Commitment from 1 vet with another possible second coming onboard
· Canine Massage Guild dedicated Clinical Trials Co ordinator, Lisa Stilwell (member)
· Project Lead  - Natalie Lenton, Chairperson Canine Massage Guild
· Dedicated out sourced PR person for press releases and relationship building with the media


2 Studies are planned:

Study 1 – Suite of studies via data collection e.g: agility dogs/osteoarthritis on the efficacy of Clinical Canine Massage. You will note that the Lenton Method has been stated to ensure that this is not lumped in with ineffective general ‘dog massage’, nor can the data then be transposed to ineffectual practitioners from other schools of substandard education and training. This is the study you are being asked to participate in.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Study 2  - Double Blind Trials – the gold standard of clinical research – onsite trials with 50 participating dogs and owners alongside canine massage guild therapists,  external vets and university research assistants. This is a separate study planned for 2019. 
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